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Higher Education
at Northern
Regional College

At Northern Regional College
we offer a range of higher
education courses giving you a
choice in your learning. Whether
you want to jump start your
career or progress to university
you will find a course to suit you.
Qualifications include Higher
Level Apprenticeships (HLAs),
Foundation Degrees, Higher
National Certificates/Diplomas
and Degree and much more.



The Higher National Diploma has helped
me secure a place and go directly into second
year. Thanks to the support from lecturers, |

was able build on my existing skills and develop
new skills in a range of areas. It also gave me a
much better understanding of what the industry has
to offer me in terms of future career opportunities.

HND in Creative Media (Web and App Development)
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The HLA is a very ‘hands-on’ practical course

and working in an accounts environment makes
everything being taught in the classroom all the more
relevant as | could apply it to my own work situation.

I'm earning a salary, getting valuable work
experience with MCL InsureTech and an accredited
professional qualification in accountancy.

Y

Hannah Millar



. . > Highly valued by employers
ngher Education and can also count towards

qualifications explained membenship ofiprofessional
bodies and other employer
organisations.
> You can convert your
HNC to a HND and/or
an Honours degree
with extra study.

> Designed to give you the skills

2 GCSE (A*-C) | Traineeships | for a particular field of work.

BTEC/NVQ > They can lead straight to a
career and can also be used to

progress within a current career.
> A HND can be converted to an

BTEC | NVQ | A-Levels | Access Honours degree with extra study.
Diploma | Apprenticeship

> Incorporates a work-based learning programme and leads
to a nationally recognised qualification at Level 4 and above.

Higher National Certificate (HNC] |

Higher Level Apprenticeship (HLA) /

> Combine academic and work related learning.

> Offers a route into employment, a way to progress within an existing
: . : job or the opportunity to re-skill in a new profession.
Higher National Diploma (HND] | > Recognised higher education qualification in its own right.

Higher Level Apprenticeship (HLAJ | Foundation Degree > With appropriate grades, you may be eligible for exemption from
the first or second year of a related degree programme.

> An Honours degree is a course of academic study leading to a qualification
BA/BSc (Hons) such as a Bachelor of Arts (BA Hons) or Bachelor of Science (BSc Hons).




Because | was working in
the construction industry,

| enjoyed the challenge of
applying what | was learning
in class to my professional
practice. It has also
broadened my horizons in

- terms of career progression.

proforce

The Foundation Degree

in Construction is an
invaluable starting point

for anyone in construction
who wants to develop
professionally and formalise
their knowledge through
academic achievement.
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Benefits to studying Higher

Education at your local college Joanne O'Boyle

Foundation Degree in
Affordability Earn while you learn Construction with Engineering
Joanne is now an Estimating

You can study closer to home to save on Foundation Degrees and Higher ' X
Assistant with Heron Bros.

travel and accommodation expenses. Level Apprenticeships let you work
Annual tuition fees are typically much while you study.

lower than University - full-time tuition

fees for 2023/24 are £2,700 per year. Smaller classes

These fees may be subject to change. ) o
Links with industry and employers



What our students say

e

| knew that Nursing was for
me based on my previous
work experience. When the
opportunity to study my Level
5 Leadership, Management

& Health and Social Care
presented itself, | knew it
would help me in climbing the
management ladder once |
became a nurse.

W

Stacey Burns

Level 5 Diploma in Leadership
for Health & Social Care

John Irwin, opted to do an
apprenticeship after leaving
school as he felt the university
route wasn't for him.

e

| would encourage people to
think about an apprenticeship
as is offers, not only the
theoretical aspect, but also
practical work experience.”

o

John Irwin

Higher Level Apprenticeship
in Engineering

Having completed the
Foundation Degree in
Engineering both Adam
and Cameron were able
to progress directly to
the second year of a
BEng (Hons) degree at
Ulster University.

Describing the
Foundation Degree as
“everything | could ever
want”, Adam explained:

e

| left school after A-levels but
didn’t feel ready for university.

| decided to do a Foundation
Degree in Mechanical and
Manufacturing Engineering at
Northern Regional College and

found the experience invaluable.

A Foundation Degree is the
perfect stepping-stone for
university. | developed a variety
of skills, including industrial
robotics programming, material
testing, CAD (computer aided
design] and quality analysis
skills and got valuable practical,
hands-on experience of using
machinery.

Wy

Adam Kirkpatrick and
Cameron Middleton

Foundation Degree in Engineering

They were silver
medallists in the
Industrial Robotics
category at WorldSkills
UK national finals in
2021 and were selected
to represent Team UK
in the Robot Systems
Integration category
at the WorldSkills

2022 Special Edition
competition in
Luxembourg.
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Balancing part-time

study with full-time “"' 4
is challenging butso

worthwhile and |
recommend it en
The dedication an
support of all my
were importanttomy
development as a student
and inspired me to keep
going. They really do go
above and beyond for their
students to help them
achieve their full potential.

o

Mark McNally

Foundation Degree
in Counselling
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As a Higher Level Apprentice,
| was able to earn as | was
learning. My fees were paid,

| got a good wage so I'm not
burdened with student debt
but importantly, I got valuable
experience in the.gvorkplace
which increased my knowledge
and expertise in a specific area
which will ultimately improve
my employability.

Jordan Gaw

Higher Level Apprenticeship
in Computing
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Fees and Funding

Full-time tuition fee for 2023/24
entry is £2,700 per year. These
fees may be subject to change.
Fees for part-time Higher
Education courses are available
to view online. Fees may be
paid in full or through flexible
payments. For full-time courses
you may apply to the Student
Finance NI for a tuition fee loan
for payment of your fees.

Our student finance team are
on hand to assist you with any
financial matter or to help you
apply for grants or awards
that are available. Email
studentfinance@nrc.ac.uk for
further details.
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How to Apply

You can apply online at
www.nrc.ac.uk for all of our
Higher Education courses with
the exception of the full-time
Foundation Degree in Childhood
Studies - for this course only
you must apply via UCAS. Your
application to the College does
not count as one of your UCAS
applications.



Courses

Visit our website to view
all courses starting in
September 2023.

WWW.Nrc.ac.uk

Con

nect with us

and stay up-to-date
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Contact Us

Enquiries
Website:
WWW.NIe.ac.uk

Email:

admissions(dnrc.ac.uk

Disclaimer

Whilst the College makes every effort to
ensure the accuracy of this publication, it
reserves the right to alter; add or remove any
of the courses, or parts thereof, or any other
matters of information referred to in this guide
or any other literature, without prior notice.

Please note that the College’s website is

the most up-to-date source of information
regarding courses and fees and we strongly
recommend that you always visit the website
before making any commitments.

All courses are subject to minimum
enrolment numbers.

Equality Opportunity

If you require this document in an alternative
format please contact equality@nrc.ac.uk

Northern Regional College is committed
to the promotion of equality of opportunity
in all of its activities. We aim to ensure
that we provide a supportive, fair, inclusive
and welcoming environment for all staff,
students and visitors free from any form of
discrimination or harassment.



Department for the.

Economy

Www.economy-ni.gov.uk

Apprenticeships

Union

European
Fund
It

ApprenticeshipsNl is part-funded through the
Northern Ireland European Social Fund Programme N o RTH E RN
2014 - 2020 and the Department for the Economy. )
Regional College
o) QAA
©» www.nre.ac.uk
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